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The Orthodox Greek Catholic Church 

of Saint  John the Baptist 
 
 

 

1240 Broadbridge Avenue,  Stratford, CT 06615 

Parish Website: www.sjoc.org                                                         

Email: priest@sjoc.org 

 

Pastor: Very. Rev. Protopresbyter Peter Paproski  

Phone & Fax: 203-375-2564  Cell: 203-260-0423  
 
Parish Council President: William Bi lcheck, Jr.   

203-421-3121    email: madctatty@aol.com     
 

 

 

 

 

Divine Services 
Vespers:  Sat:  5:00 pm  Eve of Feasts: 7:00 pm 

Divine Liturgy Sunday & Week Day 9:00 am 

Services of Intercession as Announced 

Coffee Hour Fellowship  Sundays 10:30 am 

Church School  Sundays: 10:45 am  
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Ministries Coordinators 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Church School Coordinator:  Pani Carol Paproski 

 

ACRY Youth Group:  Eve Nucifora 

 

Outreach  Coordinators 

 Community  &     Mary Householder/  

 Soup  Kitchen Eve Nucifora  

 Bereavement               Jean Lomme 

 Young Families Michelle Mihaly   

 The Sick /Shut-ins E. Nucifora 

 

Financial Investment            William Bilcheck, Jr 

                          William Booth, Jr.   

                                          Thomas Decerbo 

       Matthew Mihaly 
                                                                                

 

Property Maintenance/        Thomas Decerbo 

Improvements       Frank Meyernick                                   

                                                      

Scholarship           Eve Nucifora   

    Helen Guman 
 
 

 

Database Coordinator:         Christine LeClerc  
 

Webmaster:           Michael Decerbo   

 

         Fr Peterôs  Message 
 

 
 

 

 

  
encounters during the Fast, we  also dealt with two 

norôeasters in a row which forced us to reschedule our 

Presanctified Liturgy and cancel our adult education. 
 
 

 

 
 

None the less, I have been pleased by the peaceful spirit 

which has permeated our parish life during Great Lent.  I 

have  seen  in the calm demeanor of so many of you the 

fruits of  the three pillars of  Lent at work in your lives, 

that of  Prayer, Fasting and Good Works. The services 

have been very spiritually uplifting and our Lenten 

fellowship following Presanctified Liturgy and our 

discussion on the Psalms was very enjoyable.  And new 

this year, our book discussion group which met on several 

occasions during Coffee Hour was a welcome addition.  I 

hope we can continue this outside of Lent 
 
 

 
 

 

I am also gratified that we were able to provide spiritual 

support to the members of the University of Connecticut  

Orthodox Christian Fellowship in celebrating the Great 

Canon of St. Andrew of Crete during the first week of 

Lent and the Presanctified Liturgy for the Feast of the 

Forty Holy Martyrs of Sebaste. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

I encourage all  of us to take full advantage of the  life-

giving and inspiring Holy Week  Services of the Church.  

I urge you to have the strength to attend and take part in as 

many, if not all, of the Holy Week Services that is 

humanly possible. They are of the most beautiful and 

meaningful of the Liturgical Year.   They provide us with 

many opportunities for  spiritual healing and finding inner 

peace in the knowledge that God is with and within us as 

we journey to paradise in this earthly life.   
 

 
 

 

I urge all of  you to worthily prepare to receive Holy 

Communion on Pascha by making a careful and thorough 

Confession. You will find  peace and grace by doing so. 

 
 

 
 

I wish all of you a blessed remainder of the Great Fast and 

a glorious light-filled Pascha.   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

With Love in Christ and Prayers,                                 

 

                    Fr. Peter            

SUBMISSION DEADLINE  FOR THE  

      JUNE ISSUE OF THE PROPHET    
 

 

 

 

 

MAY 15, 2018 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

 
 

 
 

Glory To Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

It is hard to believe that  the Lenten 

Season has come to a close and that we 

are about to embark on the final leg of our 

journey to Pascha, that of  Passion (Holy 

Week)  
 

 
 

 

It has been quite a journey! With all of  

the joys and struggles, that one  normally  

mailto:priest@sjoc.org
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Life Passages ± April 2018  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Johnôs Stewards: Doing the Work of the Church 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 
 

Date  Name         Event 

April 1  Anna Kmetz        Birthday 

April 3  Theresa Petricca       Birthday 

April 6  Arlene Auer        Birthday 

April 9  Elizabeth Romanchick      Birthday 

April 11 Katarina Mihaly       Birthday 

April 13 Bob Franco        Birthday 

April 15 MaryAnn Strovers       Birthday 

April 17 Colin Bilcheck       Birthday 

April 20 John & Dana Mihaly       Anniversary 

April 21 Elena Mihaly        Birthday  

April 24 Fr. Peter Paproski       Birthday 

April 25 Zachary Mihaly       Birthday

 May 2  Mike Dion        Birthday 

May 5  Thomas Ivers        Birthday 

May 6  Bill Bilcheck        Birthday 

May11  Michelle Mihaly       Birthday 

May 16  Ilya Mihaly        Birthday 

May 16 Mike Kmetz Sr.       Birthday 

May 19 Shianna Reeves       Birthday 

May 20 Matt & Michelle Mihaly      Anniversary 

May 22 Matthew Mihaly, Sr.       Birthday  

May 23 Katherine Harrington       Birthday 

       

     

COFFEE HOUR 
 
 

Date Host 

4/01 Ryan/Nucifora 
4/08 PASCHA 

4/15     Stirna/Meyernick 

4/22  Stokely 

4/29  Bilcheck 

5/06     No Church 

5/13    Mothers Day Breakfast  

5/20     Decerbo  

5/27     Ivers/Pierce 

 
CHURCH READING  

Date Hours  Epistle    
4/01 Pani Carol Hailey  

4/08 Holly  Matt  

4/15 Pani Carol     Bill  

4/22 Holly      Hailey       

4/29 Pani Carol Matt 

5/06 No  Church    

5/13 Holly               Bill  

5/20     Pani Carol       Hailey    

5/27     Holly  Matt 

 

 

SPONSOR A CLEANING OF THE  CHURCH  

Realizing that many parishioners either are not physically able or  do not have the time to help clean 

the Church, the parish council has found someone who is willing to perform a routine cleaning of  the 

Church for $30.00.   We are now soliciting sponsorships from our parishioners who wish to assist with 

the cleaning of the Church, but are not able to join the cleaning roster. You may offer a single cleaning 

sponsorship of $30.00 or  multiple cleaning sponsorships.  If you are interested in doing so, please 

place your donation in  a donation envelope clearly marked with your name and the amount, indicating 

it is  a Cleaning Sponsorship and place it in the metal collection box. You may also mail it to the 

Church.  Thank you for your consideration of this request.    
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Parish Outreach & Community Service 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY SUPPER PROGRAM UPDATE  
 

 
 

 
 

 

We are responsible for providing supper once a month on Wednesday Evening at Christ Episcopal Church 

from 5:00 pm ï 7:00 pm  and quarterly on Mondays at  St. George Episcopal Church, Bpt. 

 If you are able to work at a supper, or if you are able to make a salad or dessert for a scheduled meal  

please see Mary Householder or Eve Nucifora. Arrangements can be made to pick up your donation item if  

you would be unable to drop it off at  the supper.   If you would like to Sponsor a meal,  a donation of 

$150.00 would cover an entire meal.                                                                   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      Wed  May  13   Lordôs Kitchen 

                      Mon June 8 (Tentative) Calvary/St Georgeôs Bridgeport 

     Wed  June 10   Lordôs Kitchen 

  

     6/09                             Calvary-St George Church, Bridgeport   

 

                     FOOD FOR THE NEEDY  

 

Our  Food Drive for Sterling House is ongoing and their needs are especially crucial in this difficult economy.  

Child-friendly food items are needed. Among the items needed are hot and cold cereals, juices, pancake and waffle 

mixes, frozen breakfast foods, peanut butter, jelly, tuna fish, instant puddings, crackers, snack foods, canned soups 

and fruits, powdered drink mixes, boxed and canned potatoes and macaroni and cheese, as well as microwavable 

and single-serving meals. Now refrigerated items such as milk and eggs are also accepted. Also:  We need some 

basic items for a needy, mentally disabled person whom we directly help to tide him over until the beginning of 

each month.  Here are items our friend can use: Creamy Peanut Butter and Crackers,  Vanilla Wafer cookies,  2 

Liter Bottle of Regular Pepsi,  Paper Towels,  Shampoo, large bottle any brand, Folgers coffee. NO MORE 

RAVIOLIôS PLEASE Also gift cards from Stop and Shop would be helpful so that we may purchase  perishable 

food items such as  bread, milk, meat and other foods items that are needed..  If you can contribute any of these 

specific items, please leave these items in Father Peterôs  Office, not in the general  food collection basket.  Cash 

donations/gift cards   should be put in an envelope marked clearly for  needy food purchase and placed in the 

collection box on the candle desk.   Thank You!  ñFor I was Hungry and You Fed Meò 

PARISH  COMMUNITY  SUPPER SCHEDULE        

 

 

 

 

Date:     Location 

 March 26   Lordôs Kitchen, Stratford 

           April 16   Lordôs Kitchen, Stratford 

           May 14   Lordôs Kitchen, Stratford            

 June 11   Calvary- St. George- Bpt 

 June 18   Lordôs Kitchen, Stratford 

 

   

 

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN MISSION CENTER   

 

During Lent we are collecting money in support of the  Missionary 

works of the Orthodox Christian Mission Center, a Pan-Orthodox 

Agency of the  Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops. 

 

In particular, we are supporting the missionary works of  Fr. Juvenaly 

Repass ï who is originally from Stratford and is serving the Church in 

Guatemala. 

 

A collection jar has been placed on the coffee hour table  for those who 

wish to support this worthy cause. 

 

May God bless you for your charity and love!  



 5 

 

 
 

 
 

 

   

                                                          Parish Council Updates  
 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL PA RISH MEETING ï   Our annual Parish Meeting took place on Sunday February 4, 2018.   

Two new parishioners joined the Parish Council this year; David Fife and Karen Ivers. 

 

It was decided that we would hold several informal coffee hour discussion on how to breath new life in to our 

parish.  These sessions would allow our parishioners and especially our  young adults to voice their feelings and 

concerns and offer suggestions how to enhance the spiritual life of the parish. At the March Parish Council  

Meeting it was decided that a survey be created  and be distributed to all parishioners, young and old prior to the 

discussion sessions so that the discussion can begin by reviewing parishioners concerns.  David Fife,  who has 

experience in strategic planning in his professional background has agreed to facilitate the ongoing discussion 

forum.  It is anticipated that the survey will be distributed after Pascha, allowing for 40 days to receive and 

review the responses.  We plan to  begin our discussion on the Sunday after Pentecost.  

 

SPRING DINNER -  For scheduling reasons we were unable to  have our Pre-Lenten Dinner.  In place of this 

dinner which is a necessary, key fundraiser for us to meet our annual operating budget,  we will be having a 

Dinner & Trivia night on Sat June 9
th
. Please mark your calendar and plan on attending.  More details to follow.    

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Church School Updates 
 

 

 

 

Eve Nucifora's class continues to explore just how Orthodox Christians  live their faith on  daily basis.  The 

Seven Sacraments are "real" to them  as the discussions and photos of fellow Orthodox in area churches 

continue. Of special note was the discussion of the Asante baptisms and chrismations almost one year ago-- the 

student  said he is interested in  asking them each about their reactions to the steps.  More explanations have 

also been necessary about the Lenten services. The longer prayers of St. Basil are have been very noticeable. 

The transition from Great Lent to Holy Week, and through the Paschal season, will be the focus of the 

remaining  classes for the church school year. 

 

During the month of March Pani Carol's church school class began to study the third section of the Old 

Testament, the writings of the prophets. The class discussed what a prophet is and what the difference is 

between the earlier and latter prophets and major/minor prophets. The class looked at the lives of Elijah and 

Elisha, and then went on to look at the life of Isaiah. The class learned that Isaiah was a Messianic Prophet in 

that his writings foretold many of the events in the life of the coming Messiah, Jesus Christ.  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                           

 

March 2018 :  The Month In Review 

 

WISE SAYINGS ï Submitted By Elsi Lotufo 
 

Its easier to fight for oneôs principles than to live up to them. .  

 

Kids who pray will do okay! 

 

Find moments you live for.  Find moments that give you life.   

Find both in the same place: at church.  

 

Jesus was the first to do CrossFit! 

 

Only light can drive out darkness; only love can drive out hate.  

 

Life is a voyage that is homeward bound. 

 

5  
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March 2018:  The Month In Review  

 

News From Across The Diocese 

 

 
 

 
Lenten Retreats  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

JOHNSTOWN,  PA -- [Diocesan Chancery] Lenten Retreats in three regions of the Diocese took place over the 

past month.  The Central Region Lenten Retreat took  place in Homestead PA  on Saturday March 17th and on 

Saturday March 24, 2018 the Eastern and Western Regional Retreats took place.  The Descent of the Holy Spirit 

Church in Schererville, IN was the location of the Western Region Retreat and  St. Francis Center for Renewal 

in Bethlehem, PA was the site of the Eastern Region Retreat.     All retreats were well attended.  Speakers in 

included His Grace, Bishop Gregory at the Central and Eastern Region Retreat  

 

Kulis Foundation Offers $10,000 Matching Grant in Support of Lenten Youth Mission Project 
Kuki  
 

 
 

JOHNSTOWN, PA --- The Diocesan Chancery is pleased to announce that the National Jr. ACRY has received 

a matching funds grant from the John C. Kulis Charitable Foundation up to $10,000 in support of their Annual 

Lenten Youth Project. As the faithful of the Diocese are aware, the National Junior ACRY undertakes each year 

a Lenten Youth Project to promote the teachings of Christ to fulfill the needs of others through good works of 

charity.  Parish faithful are urged to make additional donations to take advantage of this tremendous opportunity 

to help this incredible street ministry.  

Bishop Gregoryôs Recent Travels. 
 
 

 
 

 

JOHNSTOWN, PA -- [Diocesan Chancery] Bishop Gregory has made numerous pastoral visitations during the 

month of March.  Diocesan parishes visited include,  Presentation of Our Lord Parish in Hollywood Florida and 

Protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Allentown, PA. In addition, His Grace gave lectures at the  

Christian Rights and Freedom Institute at St. Katherine Greek Orthodox Church in Naples, Florida and at the 

Central and Eastern Region Diocesan Lenten Retreats in Homestead and Allentown, PA   

Registration is Open For For 2018 ACRY Bowling Tournament 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

PERTH AMBOY, NJ  [National ACRY] ï Sts John The Baptist Church in Perth Amboy, NJ is pleased to be the 

host for the 2018 70th Metropolitan Orestes Memorial Bowling Tournament. Come join them for an enjoyable 

weekend of bowling, Christian Fellowship and worship! The tournament is open to all members of the Diocesan 

and their friends, membership in the ACRY is not required. Not a bowler? No worries, there will be plenty of 

other enjoyable activities. Visit www.acry.org for more information.  Deadline is May 4, 2018. 

http://acrod.org/news/releases/antiochian-condolences
http://acrod.org/news/releases/pr-2014-bt
http://www.acry.org/
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      March 2018:  Around The Parish 

ITôS A BOY!!! ï We welcomed Jackson David 

Fife into the world on March 16
th
, 2018 at 7:45 

am, weighing in at 8 lbs 11 oz.  Congratulations 

to parents David and Britny. Both Mom and 

baby are doing just fine!   

 

Baby Novak is growing by leaps and 

bounds.  His progress is truly miraculous. 

As his lungs further develop, he will 

become capable of oral feeding and  will be 

gradually weaned from the feeding tube 

On Sunday,  March 17, 2018  we were 

honored to welcome Subdeacon Joel 

Pleban from our sister St. Johnôs Parish in 

Stratford to our parish.    

 

Subdeacon Joel led our annual in parish 

retreat on the topic of Orthodox Mission. 

 

Joel shared his recent experience of serving 

on a short term mission trip to the 

Orthodox Church of Kenya, Africa which 

was taken under the auspices of the 

Orthodox Christian Mission Center . 

 

Through his excellent slide presentation, 

we learned much about the history of 

Orthodoxy in Kenya and the ongoing 

missionary work being done there and 

throughout Africa.  
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            APRIL & MAY   NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

                                   Parish Preparations For Holy Week and Pascha  
¶ A sign-up sheet is posted in the Church Hall for the Paschal Fellowship Meal to follow the Paschal 

Divine Liturgy. Everyoneôs help is needed in preparing food items as well as the set-up and clean-up.  

¶ A sign-up sheet for Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday Processions is posted. Everyoneôs 

help is needed. 

¶ Easter Egg Hunt will take place after the Paschal Liturgy (Approx 12:30 pm) ï Please bring 10  filled 

plastic eggs per child  to Fr.ôs Office during Holy week. Please do not wait until Easter Sunday. 

¶ As we have done over the past several years, a vigil at our Lordôs tomb will take place following Good 

Friday Services until the Holy Saturday Morning Liturgy.  Please add your name to the sign-up sheet in 

the Church Hall and plan to spend some quiet time at the Lordôs Tomb.  

¶ Choir/cantors Rehearsals - Sun March 25 & April 1 after Liturgy. Holy Thurs after service and Holy Sat, 

following basket blessing. 

¶ Volunteers are needed to rake the Church grounds and pick up branches and other yard debris prior to 

Pascha.  Please let Fr. Peter know if you can help.    

 

Church Grounds Work  Day  
¶ We are holding a Church grounds clean-up day on a Sunday in  late April or Early May. at 12 noon 

¶   We will be  spreading mulch around the Church and Shrine flower and shrubbery beds. 

¶ Please let Fr. Peter know if your able to help.  Please bring a metal rake,  a lawn rake, a shovel suitable 

for use with mulch and a wheel barrow if  at all possible.  

 

Spring Dinner and Trivia Night  
¶ In place of our Annual Pre-Lenten Supper which is a major fundraiser and necessary for us to meet our 

annual budget,  we will have a  Spring Dinner and Trivia night on Saturday June 9, 2018.  Mark your 

calendars and plan on attending! More details to follow.  

 

Motherôs Day Breakfast 
¶ Our  Annual Parish Motherôs Day Breakfast will take place on Sunday May 13, 2018 following Divine 

Liturgy. 

¶ All Parish men are kindly asked to see Tom Decerbo and Bill Bilcheck to offer their assistance with the 

set-up, purchasing of  food and preparing, serving and cleaning up. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

           Holy Week/Pascha  2017 Divine Service  Schedule 

 

 

 

 

PARISH WISH LIST   

 
1.  Stop and Shop Gift Cards of any denominations for  use in purchasing groceries for the needy  

    

2.  We are considering replacing the chairs in the Church hall with new padded folding chairs, and storing the 

existing chairs in the rectory garage for our annual picnic ï thus eliminating the need to cart the heavy chairs 

from the Church hall each year.  As we do not have funds available in our parish budget to  purchase them,  we 

would only be able to go forward if  all chairs were donated.  The approximate cost would be approximately 

$20  a chair  Approximately 90-100 are needed.  Please let Fr. Peter know if you are interested in this project 

this will help the parish council determine whether or not to go forward with this project.     
 

 
 

 

 
 

Any parishioner interested in donating any of these items are kindly asked to see  Fr. Peter 
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2018  Holy Week Schedule   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lazarus Saturday ï  Saturday  March 31  

8:00 am Divine Liturgy 

5:00 pm Great Vespers & Litya  
 

 

 

 

The Entrance of Our Lord Into Jerusalem ï Sunday April 1 

9:00 am Divine Liturgy  

4:00 pm Bridegroom Matins of Holy Monday 
 

 

 

 

 

Holy Monday  April  2 

6:30 pm  Presanctified Liturgy 
 

 

 

 

Holy  Tuesday  April 3  

9:00 am  Bridegroom Matins 

6:30 pm Presanctified Liturgy 
 

 

 

Holy Wednesday  April 4 

9:00 am  Bridegroom Matins 

7:00 pm Holy Unction Service ï St. Johnôs Mill Hill Avenue  
 

 

 

Holy Thursday April  5 

9:00 am Vesperal Divine Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great 

7:00 pm Matins of Holy Friday ï Reading of  the 12 Passion Gospels 
 

 

 

Holy  Friday  April 6 

11:00 am  Royal Hours 

7:00 pm Vespers & Procession With the Winding Sheet 
 

 

 

 

Holy Saturday  -  April 7 

9:00 am  Vesperal Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great 

4:30 pm   Confessions 

5:00 pm  Choir Rehearsal 

6:00 pm    Blessing of Paschal Food  

11:45 pm  Nocturnes & Paschal Matins  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

PASCHA ï The Feast of  Feasts!  April 8 

11:45 pm  Nocturnes & Midnight Resurrection Matins 

9:30 am  Choral Singing of Paschal Hymns  

10:00 am Paschal Divine Liturgy 

 

Bright Monday   April 9  

  9:00 am Paschal Divine Liturgy 

4:00 pm Paschal Vespers 

Bright Tuesday May April 1 0 

9:00 am Liturgy ï St Johnôs Church ï Mill Hill Avenue.  
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