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Fr PeterG Message

’ Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
[ 4w wy  Glory To Jesus Christ! Glory Forever!

# ¢« Itishardto believe thathelLenten
o | Seasorhas come to a close and that we
k-.i \ '\ are about to embark on the final leg of ol
AW E 2 T journey to Pascha, that of Passion (Hol
%) | Week)
" -:U},; @Nﬁu It has been quite a journey! With all of

\: ~ . | thejoys and struggles, that one normall

encountersluring the Fast, we alsieal with two
nor deasters in a row whi

Presanctified Liturgy and cancel our adult education.

None the less, | have been pleased by the peaceful sp
which has permeated our parigh during Great Lent.|
have seen in the calm demeanor of so many of you tr
fruits of the three pillars of Lent at work in your lives,
that of Prayer, Fasting and Good Works. $hevices
have been very spiritually upliftingnd ourLenten
fellowship following Presanctified Liturgy and our
discussion on the Psalmss very enjoyable. And new
this year, our book discussion group which met on sevi
occasions during Coffee Hour was a welcome addition
hope we can continue this outside of Lent

| am also gratified that we were able to provide spiritua
support to the members of the University of Connectict
Orthodox Christian Fellowship in celebrating the Great
Canon of St. Andrew of Crete during the first week of
Lent and the Presanctifiddgturgy for the Feast of the
Forty Holy Martyrs of Sebaste.

| encourage all of us to take full advantage of the- life
giving and inspiringHoly Week Services of the Church

| urge you to have th&trength to attend and take part in
many, if notall, of the Holy Week Services that is
humanly possible. They are of the most beautiful and
meaningful of the Liturgical Year. They provide us wit|
many opportunities for spiritual healing and finding inn
peace in the knowledge that God is with anthiw us as
we journey to paradise in this earthly life.

| urgeall of you to worthily preparéo receive Holy
Communion on Pascha by making a careful and thorot
Confession. You will find peace and grace by doing sc

| wish all of you a bles=sd remainder of the Great Fast ai
a glorious lightfilled Pascha.

With Love in Christ and Prayers,
Fr. Peter


mailto:priest@sjoc.org

Life Passages+ April 2018

Date Name Event
April 1 Anna Kmetz Birthday
April 3 Theresa Petricca Birthday
April 6 Arlene Auer - Birthday
April 9 Elizabeth Romanchick Birthday
April 11 Katarina Mihaly Birthday
April 13 Bob Franco Birthday
April 15 MaryAnn Strovers Birthday
April 17 Colin Bilcheck Birthday
April 20 John & Dana Mihaly Anniversary
April 21 Elena Mihaly Birthday
April 24 Fr. PeteiPaproski Birthday
April 25 Zachary Mihaly _ Birthday
May 2 Mike Dion > Birthday
May 5 Thomas Ivers Birthday
May 6 Bill Bilcheck Birthday
May11 Michelle Mihaly Birthday
May 16 llya Mihaly Birthday
May 16 Mike Kmetz Sr. - oy | Birthday
May 19 Shianna Reeves Birthday
May 20 Matt & Michelle Mihaly Anniversary
May 22 Matthew Mihaly, Sr. Birthday
May 23 Katherine Harrington Birthday
St John&s Stewards: Doing the Work of the Church

COFFEE HOUR CHURCH READING

Date Host Date Hours Epistle

4/01 Ryan/Nucifora 4/01 Pani Carol Hailey

4/08 PASCHA 4/08 Holly Matt

4/15  Stirna/Meyernick 4/15  Pani Carol  Bill

4122  Stokely 4/22  Holly Hailey

4/29 Bilcheck 4/29 Pani Carol Matt

5/06 No Church 5/06 No Church

5/13 Mothers Day Breakfast ~ 5/13  Holly Bill

5/20 Decerbo 5/20 Pani Carol Hailey

5/27 Ivers/Pierce 5/27  Holly Matt

SPONSOR ACLEANING OF THE CHURCH
Realizing that many parishioners either are not physically able or do not have the time to help
the Church, the parish council has found someoneiswwdling to perform a routine cleaning of the
Church for $30.00. We are now soliciting sponsorships from our parishioners who wish to ass
the cleaning of the Church, but are not able to join the cleaning roster. You may offer a singlg G
sponsorship of $30.00 or multiple cleaning sponsorships. If you are interested in doing so, ple
place your donation in a donation envelope clearly marked with your name and the amount, in
it is a Cleaning Sponsorship and place it in théairmllection box. You may also mail it to the
Church. Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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Parish Outreach & Community Service

COMMUNITY SUPPERPROGRAM UPDATE

We are responsible for providing supper once a month on Wednesday Evening at Christ Episcopal
from 5:00 pmi 7:00 pm and quarterly on Mondays at St. George Episcopal Church, Bpt.

If you are able to work at a supper, or if you are able to make a salad or dessert for a scheduled m
please see Mary Householder or Eve Nucifora. Arrangements can be made to pick up your donatio
you would be unable to drop it off at the pap If you would like to Sponsor a meal, a donation of
$150.00 would cover an entire meal.

PARISH COMMUNITY SUPPER SCHEDULE
Date: Location
March 26 Lordos Kitchen
April 16 Lordoés Kitchen
May 14 Lordds Kitchen
Junell Calvary St. GeorgeBpt
June 18 Lorddos Kitchen

FOOD FOR THE NEEDY

Our Food Drive for Sterlinglouse is ongoing and their needs are espeaaligial in this difficult economy.
Child-friendly food items areeededAmong the items needed are hot and cold cereals, juices, pancake and
mixes, frozen breakfast foods, peanut butter, jelly, tuna fish, instant puddings, crackers, snack foods, canr
and fruits, powdered drink mixes, boxed and canned potatoes and macaroni and cheese, as well as micro
and singleserving mealsNow refrigerated items such as milk and eggs are also accéed. We need some
basic items for a needy, mentally disabled person whom we directly help to tide him over until the beginnir
each month. Here are items our friend can use: Creamy Peatert&wt Crackers, Vanilla Wafer cookies, 2
Liter Bottle of Regular Pepsi, Paper Towels, Shampoo, large bottle any brand, Folgers coffee. NO MORE
RAVI OLI 6S PLEASE Al so gift cards from Stop and
food items such as bread, milk, meat and other foods items that are needed.. If you can contribute any o

specific items, please | eave these items in Fat
donations/gift cards shé be put in an envelope marked clearly for needy food purchase and placed in th
collection box on the candle desk. Thank YouFor | was Hunnigdry and You F

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN MISSION CENTER

G%ﬂ%ﬁm& During Lent we are collecting money in support of the Missionary
works of the Orthodox Christian Mission Center, a-Rathodox

"o thercfore andmake ) ooy of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops.

disciples of all il'!at_iau.r'

- In particular, we are supporting the missionary works of Fr. Juvenal
Repas$ who is originally from Stratford and is serving the Church in
Guatemala.

A collection jar has been placed on the coffee hour tabi¢hdse who
wish to support this worthy cause.




March 2018 : The Month In Review

Parish Council Updates

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 7 Our annual Parish Meeting took place on Sunday FebdA;2§18.
Two new parishioners joined the Parish Council this year; David Fife and Karen Ivers.

It was decided that we would hold several informal coffee hour discussion on havatio bew life in to our

parish. These sessions would allow our parishioners and especially our young adults to voice their feelings .
concerns and offer suggestions how to enhance the spiritual life of the parish. At the March Parish Council
Meeting t was decided that a survey be creased be distributed to all parishioners, young andpalat to the
discussiorsessions so that the discussion can begin by reviewing parishioners concerns. David Fife, who ha
experience in strategic planning irsfprofessional background has agreed to facilitate the ongoing discussion
forum. It is anticipated that the survey will be distributed after Pascha, allowing for 40 days to receive and
review the responses. We plan to begin our discussion on the Sifteddyentecost.

SPRING DINNER - For scheduling reasomg were unable to haweir PreLenten Dinner In place of this
dinner which is a necessary, key fundraiser for us to meet our annual operating budget, we will be having a
Dinner & Trivia night o SatJune 9. Please mark your calendar and plan on attending. More details to follow.

Church School Updates

Eve Nucifora's classontinues to explore just horthodox Christiandive their faith on daily basis.The

Seven Sacraments are "real" to them as the discussions and photos of fellow Orthodox in area churches
continue. Of special note was the discussion of the Asante baptisms and chrismationsreiyeat age the
studentsaid he is interested iasking them each about their reactions to the stéjose explanations have
also been necessary about tlemten services. The longer prayers of St. Basihave beewery noticeable

The transitiorfrom Great Lent to Holy Week, and through the Paschal season, will be the focus of the
remaining classes for the church school year.

During the month of March Pani Carol's church school dagan to study the third section of the Old
Testament, the wiings of the prophets. The class discussed what a prophet is and what the difference
between the earlier and latter prophets and major/minor profinet€lass looked at the lives of Elijjah and
Elisha, and then went on to look at the life of Isaiate @lass learned that Isaiah was a Messianic Prophet in
that his writings foretold many of the events in the life of the coming Messiah, Jesus Christ.

WISE SAYINGS i Submitted By Elsi Lotufo

Il ts easier to f i g hotlivetupotothem.n e 6

Kids who pray will do okay!

Find moments you live for. Find moments that give you life.
Find both in the same place: at church.

Jesus was the first to do CrosskFit!

Only light can drive out darkness; only love can drive @ieh

Life is a voyage that is homeward bound.
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March 2018: The Month In Review

News From Across The Diocese

Lenten Retreats

JOHNSTOWN PA -- [Diocesan Chancefy.enten Retreats in three regions of the Diocese took place over the
past month. The Central Region Lenten Retreat took place in Homestead PA on Saturday March 17th and
Saturday March 24, 2018 the Eastern and Western RadRetreats took place. The Descent of the Holy Spirit
Church in Schererville, IN was the location of the Western Region Retreat and St. Francis Center for Renew
in Bethlehem, PA was the site of the Eastern Region Retreat.  All retreats werttewdttch Speakers in
included His Grace, Bishop Gregory at the Central and Eastern Region Retreat

Kulis Foundation Offers $10,000 Matching Grant in Support of Lenten Youth Mission Project

JOHNSTOWN, PA--- The Diocesan Chancery is pleased tooamte that the National Jr. ACRY has received

a matching funds grant from the John C. Kulis Charitable Foundation up to $10,000 in support of their Annua
Lenten Youth Project. As the faithful of the Diocese are aware, the National Junior ACRY undextikgsas

a Lenten Youth Project to promote the teachings of Christ to fulfill the needs of others through good works of
charity. Parish faithful are urged to make additional donations to take advantage of this tremendous opportun
to help this incredild street ministry.

Bishop Gregoryd s Recent Travel s.

JOHNSTOWN, PA -- [Diocesan ChancenBishop Gregory has made numerous pastoral visitations during the
month of March.Diocesarparishes visited includeRresentation of Our Lord Parish in Hollywood Florida and
Protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary ChurchAtentown, PA In addition, His Grace gavectures at the
Christian Rights and Freedom Institute at St. Katherine Gretlo@ux Church in Naples, Floridandat the

Central and EastefRegion Diocesan Lenten Retreat Homesteadnd Allentown, PA

Registration is Open For For 208 ACRY Bowling Tournament

PERTH AMBOY, NJ [National ACRY]i StsJohn The Baptisthurch inPerth AmboyNJis pleased to be the
host for the 208 70th Metropolitan Orestes Memorial Bowling Tournament. Come join them for an enjoyable
weekend of bowling, Christian Fellowship and wopghihe tournament is open to all members of the Diocesan
and their friends, membership in the ACRY is not required. Not a bowler? No worries, there will be plenty of
other enjoyable activitied/isit www.acry.orgfor more information. Deadline isMay 4, 2018.
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March 2018: Around The Parish

| TGOS A 1BMe ¥Yelcbred Jackson Davi
Fife into the world on March 1% 2018 at 7:45
am, weighing in at 8 Ibs 11 oz. Congratulatic
to parents David and Britny. Both Mom ar
baby are doing just fine!

Baby Novak is growing by leaps ar
bounds. His progress is truly miraculot
As his lungs further develop, he wi
become capable of oral feeding andll be
gradually weaned from the feeding tube

On Sunday, March 17, 2018 we were
honored to welcome Subdeacon Joel
Plebanfrom our sistelSt. Joh s Pia r
Stratford to our parish.

Subdeacon Joel led our annual in parish
retreat on the topic of Orthodox Mission.

Joel shared his recent experience of serv
on a short term mission trip to the
Orthodox Church of Kenya, Africa which
was taken nder the auspices of the
Orthodox Christian Mission Center .

Through his excellent slide presentation,
we learned much about the history of
Orthodoxy in Kenya and the ongoing
missionary work being done there and
throughout Africa.



APRIL & MAY NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Parish Preparations For Holy Week and Pascha
1 A signup sheets posted m the Church Hall for the Paschal Fellowshipal tofollow the Paschal
Divine Liturgy. Everyoneds hel p i s-upaedeldaaug i n

1 A signup sheet for Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday ProcesgiosietscEvV e r yon e 6

help is needed.
1 Easter Egddunt will take place after the Paschal Liturgy (Approx 12:30 pi)ease bring 10 filled
plastic eggs per child to Fr.d6s Of Bundag dur i

1 Aswe have doneovente past several years, a vigil at ou

Friday Servicesintil theHoly SaturdayMorning Liturgy. Please add your name to the gigrsheet in
the Church Hall and plan to spend some qui et

1 Choir/cantorsRehearsals SunMarch25 & April 1 after Liturgy. Holy Thurs after service andoly Sat
following basketblessing

1 Volunteers are needed to rake the Church grounds and pick up branches and other yard debris prior t

Pascha.Please let Fr. &er know if you can help.

Church Grounds Work Day
We are holding a Church grounds clagnday ora Sunday in late April or Early Magt 12 noon
We will be spreading mulch around the Church and Shrine flower and shrubbery beds.

= =4 =

for use with mulch and a wheel barrow if at all possible.

Spring Dinner and Trivia Night
1 In place of our Annual Preenten Supper which is a major fundraiser ardessary for us to meet our
annual budget, we will have a Spring Dinner and Trivia night on Satdroeey9 2018. Mark your
calendars and plan on attending! More details to follow.

Mot her 6s Day Breakf ast
T OurAnnual Pari sh Mot htake glase oD SupdayBMd, 2Ad8ffolosving Divine
Liturgy.
1 All Parish men are kindly asked to see Tom DecarimbBill Bilcheckto offer their assistance with the
setup, purchasing of food and preparing, serving and cleaning up.

PARISH WISH LIST

1. Stop and Shop Gift Cards of any denominations for use in purchasing groceries for the needy

2. We are considering replacing the chairs in the Church hall with new p&alded chairs and storing the
existing chairsn therectorygarage for our anual picnici thus eliminating the need to cart the heavy chair
from the Church hall each year. As we do not have funds available in our parish budget to purchase t
would only be able to go forward if all chairs were donated. The approxinsteaold be approximately
$20 a chair Approximately 96100 are neededPlease let Fr. Peter know if you are interested in this projg
this will help the parish council determine whether or not to go forward with this project.

Any parishioner interested in donating any of these items are kindly asked to see Fr. Peter

Please let Fr. &er know if your able to help. Please bring a metal rake, a lawn rake, a shovel suitable



2018 Holy Week Schedule

Lazarus Saturdayi Saturday March 31
8:00 am Divine Liturgy
5:00 pm Great ¥spers & Litya

The Entrance of Our Lord Into Jerusalemi Sunday April 1
9:00 am Divine Liturgy
4:00 pm Bridegroom Matins of Holy Monday

Holy Monday April 2
6:30 pm Presattified Liturgy

Holy Tuesday April 3
9:00 am Bridegroom Matins
6:30 pm Presanctified Liturgy

Holy Wednesday April4
9:00 am Bridegroom Matins
7:00 pm Holy Unction ServiceSt . Johnds Mi | |

Holy Thursday April 5

9:00 am Vesperal Divine Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great

7:00 pm Matins of Holy Friday Reading of the 12 Passion Gosp:
Holy Friday April 6

11:00 am Royal Hours

7:00 pm Vespers & Procession With the Winding Sheet

Holy Saturday - April 7

9:00 am Vesperal Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great
4:30 pm Confessions

5:00 pm Choir Reearsal

6:00 pm Blessing of Paschal Food

11:45 pm Nocturnes & Paschal Matins

PASCHA' T The Feast of FeastsApril 8

11:45 pm Nocturne& Midnight Resurrection Matins
9:30 am Choral Singing of Paschal Hymns

10:00 am Paschal Divine Liturgy

Bright Monday April 9
9:00 am Paschal Divine Liturgy
4:00 pm Paschal Vespers

Bright Tuesday May April 1 0
9:00 am Liturgyf St J o h n & Mill HillMAuenue.h
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